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Father Denis (left) meets with community members to discuss important issues

Investing in the Future

A vision of founder Father Denis Hébert
Father Denis Hébert, a missionary with the skills of a successful business man. People who
2019 Fundraising
knew him well would agree with this statement as it was a virtue that he applied to his misGoal $100,000 (US)
sionary work. More importantly, when he had the opportunity, it was a skill that he passed on
100%
to the Nicaraguan people with whom he worked.
80%
Planning ahead and making investments is part of any successful business and it was this con60%
cept that formed a large part of Father’s work as a missionary. It stemmed from his many years
working with people in Central and South America and understanding the challenges they face
40%
trying to better their lives.
20%
Father understood that most people, if given the opportunity and the means, want to better
0%
themselves.
5.6%
Presented with daily challenges of providing food for their families, collecting firewood for
their next meal or simply obtaining clean fresh water, the struggles associated with poverty
Donations to March 30
leave little time to plan for the future or even think about it.
$5,680.00 (US)
“It is development that will guarantee a peoples’ transition from less than human conditions
to truly human ones.” (Paul VI)”
Father Denis believed that in order to enable change, his mission would be to ‘help
FUNDACCO, our partner
people to help themselves’. Not only did his work focus on the immediate needs of the
organization in Nicaragua,
people, but a large part was educating them on the benefits of investing in the future.
is a nonprofit charity
founded in 2007
While the concept was sometimes difficult to understand or be appreciated by the peoto develop and deliver
ple, it was only through working with community members and gaining their trust that
humanitarian projects.
they would come to understand the advantages of planning for the future. His legacy
and this approach continue today through the work of FUNDACCO.
www.FUNDACCO.org
Continued on Page 2

News, Events & Thank You’s
* Thank you to the people of Olds/Trouchu and to organizer Angy Spiller for their sponsorship of two more significant projects in La Carreta.
* Would you or your group like to meet Luis of FUNDACCO during his trip to Canada in June? If so, contact: rick.leblanc@rootsofchange.ca
* Thank you to the Canadian Council of St. Vincent de Paul for sponsorship of a third project through their local council in Leon, Nicaragua

Nicaraguan
Project
Updates
New Scholarship
Recipient
Ada Enriqueta
Martínez Mendoza
From Cinco Pinos
Nursing
3 years remaining
With the addition of Ada this month, there
are currently 8 students pursuing their
studies, thanks to our loyal donors.
Rafael Archangel Clinic - In 2018:
•

Internal medicine, Gynecology, and
Physiotherapy were added to the
services provided at the clinic.

•

2,422 patients were seen by the doctor

•

790 patients received nursing procedures (Injections, Blood Pressure Testing, Sutures Removed, Ear Flushing,
etc) in the clinic

•

1,427 lab tests were performed

•

6,285 people were served in the
pharmacy

•

A grant of $25,000.00 CAD was received from the Province of Alberta,
Community Initiatives Program for
the operation of the clinic

The Island of Ometepe
2018-19 Board of Directors
Officers:

Directors:

President - Rick LeBlanc			
Vice President - David Fréchette		
Secretary - Lucille Damer			
Treasurer - Mel Kammerer			
Project Administrator - Ken Handford
Donations - Jocelyne Durocher

John Schile
Michel Lapointe
Lloyd Arcand
Charla LeBlanc

New Projects

Do you have time to volunteer?
The Foundation currently has 2 Board positions open and we are in need of
a person to summarize and translate project reports into English.
If you or someone you know would be interested in helping us with our mission, please contact rick.leblanc@rootsofchange.ca

Two new projects are on the books thanks
to the Olds/Trochu fundraising group, led
by Angy Spiller.

Investing in the Future

•

Electrical installation in the school in
the community of La Carreta

•

Water system rehabilitation project,
including new water tower, in community of Santa Teresa

BUDGET INFO as of March 6, 2019

Active Projects:
Original Budget:
Sponsored Projects:
Revised Budget:
Project Costs to Date:

13
$89,135.48
$20,449.74
$109,585.22
$15,765.17

($US dollars)

www.rootsofchange.ca

con’t from page 1

At present, the Roots of Change is experiencing significant challenges in
meeting their yearly budget which has been dropping year after year since
a high in 2015. There are many factors that contribute to this decline but the
most significant has been the cost of exchange to US funds which in 2018
alone totaled $44,720.
If it wasn’t for the wise investments of many donors towards our endowment program in past years, we would be even worse off today in our
attempts to reach our fundraising goals. Since their start in 2011, these
investments have generated an average return of 10.63% and the Foundation
currently receives yearly grants in excess of $12k per year.
If you believe in the mission of Father Denis and its future, we encourage
you to consider investing your donated dollar where it will generate funding
year after year indefinitely and your donation will grow in perpetuity. Donations of $25 and over can be made towards any one of our eight funds. For
more information contact Rick LeBlanc at rick.leblanc@rootsofchange.ca
P.O. Box 92 St. Albert, Alberta Canada T8N 1N2

Phone: 780-405-8084
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Water for 46 familes in La Carreta

2019 Fundraiser
“Where there is despair let me sow hope”

In December 2018, a long-awaited
hole in the ground was started to
kick off a water project in the village
of La Carreta, located in the northwest state department of Chinandega.
This phase of the project
($12,000.00 CAD) was funded by a
couple who have been long time
friends and supporters of Fr. Denis.
The well-drilling is now complete,
and phase 2 of the project, the
distribution system, is up next. This portion ($11,400.00 CAD) is being sponsored by the University of Alberta Rotaract Club and 2 Edmonton Rotary
Clubs. The beneficiary families have committed their time and labour for this
phase to minimize costs. Clean water is expected to be flowing by July.

Mark your Calenders
Saturday June 1st
Holy Family Parish Hall
Mass 5PM - Cocktails 6PM
Tickets avalable April 15th
www.rootsofchange.ca
or call 780-405-8040
This event is an important part of our
fundraising efforts for the year.
Please plan to attend and invite your friends!

Common Goals Make for Great Relationships
In March 2018, we reported that FUNDACCO had completed a much
needed water system upgrade in the village of Loma Verde. This project
was sponsored by The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SSVP). Thanks to
the excellent organization and oversight of the project by FUNDACCO,
SSVP has since sponsored two more projects. The first was the installation of 17 latrines constructed in the village of El Tule, and in November
2018, 18 latrines were constructed in San Ramón, Villa Nueva.

Before

FUNDACCO has fostered a healthy, mutually beneficial relationship with
the local SSVP Council in León, a community northwest of Managua,
based on their common objectives to help their people. Roots of Change
continues its support of this collaboration with many thanks to Clermont
Fortin (SSVP National Council) and Eugene Malo (Past President of Roots
of Change Foundation) for their efforts to establish this relationship. Discussion of future projects is currently underway.

After
www.rootsofchange.ca

P.O. Box 92 St. Albert, Alberta Canada T8N 1N2
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Seed money needed for large Water Project
Five community wells plus distribution - Casa Blanca, El Danto, Las Pilas, El Papalón & La Danta
The Foundation and FUNDACCO are in the preliminary stages of
embarking on a large water project consisting of five water wells
in communities where the existing water supplies have become
contaminated.
The installation will include a distribution network of piping that
will supply water to 258 family homes in the vicinity of the wells
and 1,069 people will benefit from this project.
Objectives of the project include:
• Facilitate housework for housewives who will no longer need
to travel distances between 260 and 500 meters to move the vital
liquid to their homes.
• Contribute to the eradication of intestinal and epidermal infections by the consumption or external use of contaminated water.
• Promote community work through active participation in the
execution of projects.
The Foundation will be soliciting service clubs and other organizations
that offer matching funding for any seed money raised for the project.
If this is a project you would be interested in supporting, please contact our Project Administrator at ken.handford@rootsofchange.ca

Please help by supporting this ministry of hope
Please consider making monthly
donations to help us with
our budget planning
Contact us at 780-405-8084
Did You Know??
You have a number of options when making a donation to Roots of Change:
Online
On our website, www.rootsofchange.ca –
Click on DONATE NOW
Canada Helps website www.canadahelps.
org
E-transfer
From your bank’s Interac/E-transfer option
- send funds to donations@rootsofchange.
ca.
By Mail
Use the enclosed donation form to send
funds via regular mail (cheque or credit
card).
By Phone
Call 780-405-8084 to make a donation using a credit card.

The goal for our 2019 campaign is $100,000
(US) and the estimated cost of this publication
is $1300 (printing and mailing costs
combined).

The Foundation would like to acknowledge and thank
these organizations for their significant contributions
which help us to continue the missionary work of
our founder Father Denis Hébert
To learn more on how to get the most from your
donation dollar, contact Rick LeBlanc
rick.leblanc@rootsofchange.ca
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