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A Merry Christmas to all!
A Blessed New Year 2009 of Joy and Happiness!”
Blessings and prayers,
Padre Denis Hébert

NICARAGUA SPECIAL APPEAL
Thank you to all the donors who contributed to the special appeal we made
in July to provide much needed assistance to families in Nicaragua.
We are pleased to report that through your efforts, over $6,400.00 was raised
and has been sent to the FUNDACCO team.
FUNDACCO has worked with the Archbishop of Granada to identify 410
families in 5 communities that have been most affected by the loss of wage
earners.
The parish priests in these communities were provided with the funds to
purchase basic food supplies for these families.
FUNDACCO was provided with the family names, and pictures of the
delivery of the food packages.
Maria Auxiliadora Araica, Project Administrator for FUNDACCO, who has
provided this update, sends this message to Roots of Change supporters:

Fr. Jorge Castellón delivers food packages
in Rivas

“May God continue to pour blessings on the families who offered their
contribution to mitigate a little the pain and sadness that has invaded the
homes of Nicaraguan families”
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
On June 11th, Roots of Change Foundation held its Annual General Meeting, where elections resulted in changes to
the Board of Directors. Three members had submitted their resignation earlier in the year and five new members were
elected. Congratulations to David Fréchette, Lucille Damer, Ken Handford and Lloyd Arcand.
As the fifth elected member, it is a pleasure to once again serve as President of an organization which has been dear to my
heart since its inception.
For those of you who are unfamiliar with the Foundation’s past, I was the founding President in 2005 and served on the
board in various capacities until 2015. During my tenure as President, the Foundation received its charitable status both
provincially and federally and in 2007, worked with Father Denis in establishing our sister organization FUNDACCO, a
registered charitable organization in Nicaragua.
I look forward to working with the current Board of Directors in the continuation of Father’s mission and will ensure that
the organization remains open and transparent to our supporters. Our bylaws state that all donors are members of the
Roots of Change Foundation, and as a member, are welcome to attend any of our board meetings as guests.
My goals in the coming year will be to expand our investments with the Edmonton Community Foundation, increase our
donor base, and work on the branding and image of the
Foundation.
Please feel free to contact me at any time with your questions or concerns.
Rick LeBlanc
President

A SPECIAL CALLING
Joey Spiller, the son of Angy & Pat
Spiller of Innisfail, Alberta, who has
travelled with his mother on three
delegations to Nicaragua over the
past five years, has made the decision
to enter the seminary.
Angy has been the prime organizer
of a number of delegations from the
Olds/Trochu area, and is a dedicated
supporter of the Nicaraguan people.
Angy has shared that Joey’s mission
work in Nicaragua played a part in
his desire to enter the seminary.
On his first trip to Nicaragua, Joey
was broken hearted that there was
only 1 priest for 42 communities.
More so, he learned it was only
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possible for the people to receive
the Eucharist every 1-2 months.
Joey’s comment was, “We need more
priests!”
Joey was encouraged by Father Denis,
who promised to pray for him, and
told him that he would make an
excellent priest.
Angy & Pat said:
“It is such a blessing that he is saying
yes to God’s call for his life. We are
asking for prayer to cover him with
God’s graces as he moves through his
discernment process. We would like
to include Roots of Change in this
request.”

Joey Spiller (pictured above),
who has been part of three delegations to
Nicaragua, made the decision to enter the
seminary

NICARAGUAN STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP REQUESTS
Please consider sponsoring students to help them out of poverty. The majority of these students are
currently enrolled in the programs listed, and are looking for funding to complete the remaining years of
their study.
Partial sponsorships can be combined with other donors to fulfill the commitment.
For information contact John Schile at 780-459-8680 or email scholarships@rootsofchange.ca

Ada Enriqueta Martínez Mendoza
From: Cinco Pinos

Leobardo Antonio Andino Escalante
From: Somotillo

Nursing (5 Years)
2 years remaining
$1,455 (CAN) / Year

Agricultural Eng. (5 Years)
4 years remaining
$1,455 (CAN) / Year

Dilson Josué García Montoya
From: Cinco Pinos

Carelia Lisbeth González Téllez
From: Managua

Medicine (5 Years)
3 years remaining
$1,455 (CAN) / Year

Nursing (5 Years)
3 years remaining
$665 (CAN) / Year

Ruth Daniela Ponce Sánchez
From: Cinco Pinos

Carina Fernández Leiva
From: Managua

English B.A. (5 Years)
3 years remaining
$1,455 (CAN) / Year

International Relations (5 Years)
3 years remaining
$665 (CAN) / Year

Elder Edén Martínez Escalante
From: Somotillo

Rider Antonio Espinoza Díaz
From: El Caimito

Agricultural Eng. (5 Years)
4 years remaining
$1,455 (CAN) / Year

Agricultural Eng. (5 Years)
4 years remaining
$1,455 (CAN) / Year

3

THE POWE R OF L EGA C Y G IVIN G
In simple terms, the Power of Legacy
Giving is a donation that is invested
and the return on investment is used
to fulfill your charitable objective. It
is the smart way to give and to get the
most from your donation.
Today, 12% of the annual budget for
‘Ongoing Programs’ in Nicaragua are
funded by grants received from the
Edmonton Community Foundation.
These grants are a portion of the
investment proceeds from donations
made to the Roots of Change
Endowment Funds. The balance
of the investment proceeds are reinvested in the endowment funds. The
‘Power’ of these investments is that
they will continue to provide funding
year after year and will increase
in value indefinitely. Donors who
make contributions to these funds
are leaving a ‘Legacy’— one which
will help the people of Nicaragua in

2

4

perpetuity.
It is thanks to the insight of our
founder and the encouragement of a
longtime Roots of Change supporter,
as well as the efforts of past President
Eugene Malo, who worked with the
Edmonton Community Foundation,
that today we are receiving yearly
grants that offset our dwindling
donations.
The Roots of Change Endowment
Program consists of eight funds with
a combined value of $304,088 (Dec.
31, 2017), to which a donor can
contribute any amount they choose.
Contributions can be made in one
of three ways: a simple donation, a
bequest through a Will, or naming
the Roots of Change Foundation as a
benefactor of a life insurance policy.
The program also has provisions to
accept common shares of registered

Canadian companies. Tax benefits
differ with each type of donation.
If a donor (or group) would like to
create a new fund in a name of their
choosing, the minimum investment is
$10K, with up to 5 years to reach this
minimum.
For anyone wishing to learn
more about ‘The Power of Legacy
Giving’ please send an email to
plannedgiving@rootsofchange.ca or
contact the Edmonton Community
Foundation directly at (780) 426-0015.

B U DG E T 2 0 1 9
The 2019 Roots of Change fundraising target is $145,000 CAD
FUNDACCO
FUNDACCO budget for ongoing programs (youth and children’s programs, medical clinics, scholarships,
etc.) will require $100,000 USD to maintain the current level of programming.
All funds sent to Nicaragua are in USD (approximately $1.33 CAD for every $1.00 USD) and the current
projections suggest the exchange rate may increase costs further in 2019.
Fundraising required – minimum $133,000 CAD
Roots of Change
Administration costs for Roots of Change are budgeted at $12,000 CAD
Fundraising required – $12,000 CAD
Watch for the budget status indicator in the spring newsletter as we monitor progress towards our
fundraising target of $145,000 CAD.
We ask for your continued support to help meet the needs of the people of Nicaragua with your donations
and prayers.
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BOARD MEMBER CHANGES
The Annual General Meeting of the Roots of Change Foundation took place on June 11th, 2018.
Elections were held to fill vacancies on the Board.
New board members elected are:
Rick LeBlanc (President)
David Fréchette (Vice-President)
Lucille Damer (Secretary)
Ken Handford (Projects Administrator in Training)
Lloyd Arcand (Director)
Heartfelt thanks are extended to outgoing board
members, whose service, passion, and dedication to the
Foundation are truly appreciated:
Raymonde Schile (Community Liaison)
10 years
Eugene Malo (President)
9 years

Roots of Change thanks Raymonde Schile (front
center), Eugene Malo (back center), and Rita Hébert
(front right) for their service and dedication to the
Foundation.
Other members pictured include (from left to right)
Michel Lapointe, Jocelyne Durocher (front), Charla
Leblanc, Mel Kammerer, and John Schile.

Rita Hébert (Secretary)
5 years

The goal for our 2018 Fundraising Campaign is $250,000.
Registered Charity Number: 813205077RR001
Canada Revenue Agency – www.canada.ca/charities-giving

BECOME A

MONTHLY DONOR!
By signing up to become a monthly donor, you can help provide consistent and reliable support for our ongoing programs.
Choose your preferred amount and, on the first of every month, your regular donation will automatically help fund new projects through FUNDACCO.
Thank you for helping improve the quality of life for families and communities in need!
To become a monthly donor please send an email to DONATIONS@ROOTSOFCHANGE.CA
stating your intention and the amount you would like to contribute.

I / We will help the poor in Nicaragua with a gift every month
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